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Objectives

▪ Conduct a database search using terms related to your topic.
▪ Identifying Key Terms

▪ Broad vs Narrow 

▪ Equivalency Terms & Synonymous Terms

▪ Use Boolean Operators to retrieve accurate database results.

▪ Alternative strategies & cross-checking using search engines & 
advanced website algorithms.



Search Strategy

▪ Practice a consistent, structured approach to searching key terms in a 
database.

▪ Use key concepts within your search question to increase accuracy 
and relevancy toward your topic. 

▪ Account for all possible search terms, reflecting on your keywords 
and synonyms and how these influence your search results.



Note: If you are accessing UOG Databases 
from off-campus, you will need to login with 
your Barcode and PIN#

Please call us at (671) 735 – 2311 if you do not know your barcode and PIN #.
You can also email us at: uogcirc@triton.uog.edu.



You may also refer to the Barcode and 
PIN # Information Literacy Module

Please call us at (671) 735 – 2311 if you do not know your barcode and PIN #.
You can also email us at: uogcirc@triton.uog.edu.



Identify Key Terms 

▪ Identify terms relevant to your question or information needs

– “My advisor recommended Keys to Nursing Success by Katz.”

– “Where can I find a book on teaching English as a Second Language?”

– “Do you have a book on Business Management”

– “Does the library have current articles on  Takashi Murakami?”



Identify Key Terms 

▪ Identify terms relevant to your question or information needs

– “My advisor recommended Keys to Nursing Success by Katz.”

– “Where can I find a book on teaching English as a Second Language?”

– “Do you have a book on Business Management”

– “Does the library have current articles on  Takashi Murakami?”



Identify Key Terms 

▪ What are these terms? A subject? Author Name? Artist? Book Title?

– “My advisor recommended Keys to Nursing Success by Katz.”           (Title and Author)

– “Where can I find a book on teaching English as a Second Language?”       (Subject)

– “Do you have a book on Business Management”                                               (Subject)

– “Does the library have current articles on  Takashi Murakami?”                  (Name)



Identify Key Terms 

▪ Terms identified can be plugged into the database as a keyword search.

▪ Keywords can also be compound phrases or full titles.

▪ Adding an optional field to search helps find what you are looking for.

Example:

“My advisor recommended Keys to Nursing Success by Katz.”          

(Title of Book + Author)



Identify Key Terms 

“My advisor recommended Keys to Nursing Success by Katz.”          

1. Enter the keyword

2. Select a Field (optional)

3. Click Search to retrieve your results.



Identify Key Terms 

Try different strategies in order to grasp how they affect your results.

• Title + Author Search
• Result was limited to 1.
• Found the exact book needed.

• Searched Artist’s Name as Subject Term
• Received 277 related results of books, 

articles, and PDF material.



Identify Key Terms 

Try different strategies in order to grasp how they affect your results.

• Searched Business Management without
including any specific field.

• 17,570,696 general results related in
various ways to business management.

• Searched Teaching and 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
as Subject Terms.

• Retrieved 9, 131 total results.



Identify Key Terms (Credo Reference) 

Related terms can be found by using Reference tools such as Credo Reference.

Explore through general browsing       OR            Enter specific keywords to search.



Identify Key Terms (Credo Reference) 

Related terms can be found by using Reference tools such as Credo Reference.

Click on the mind map to display its web of related keywords. 



Identify Key Terms (Credo Reference) 

Related terms can be found by using Reference tools such as Credo Reference.

Click on a related keyword to alter the map results.



Identify Key Terms (Credo Reference) 

Related terms can be found by using Reference tools such as Credo Reference.

Select terms relevant to your information needs.



Identify Key Terms (Credo Reference) 

Enter these terms into other databases to retrieve more results.

Keyword ideas found in Credo. Use keywords in Onesearch.



Broad vs Narrow

▪ Broad terms increase the amount of results in a database.

▪ Specific terms increase the relevancy of results in a database.

Tip: Start broad and gradually increase the specificity of your search to 
determine what works best. 



Broad vs Narrow (examples)

Health            Healthcare         Nursing         RN          Pediatric Nurse         Florence Nightingale

Education     Teaching     Secondary Education     Language Arts      ESL

Art                Visual Art      Modern Art          Pop Art                          Superflat Takashi Murakami

 - - - Broad - - - - - - - - - - - Narrow - - →



Broad vs Narrow (examples)

Health            Healthcare         Nursing         RN          Pediatric Nurse         Florence Nightingale

Education     Teaching     Secondary Education     Language Arts      ESL Specialist

Art                Visual Art      Modern Art          Pop Art                          Superflat Takashi Murakami

Broad terms will yield more results including more variation.



Broad vs Narrow (examples)

Health            Healthcare         Nursing         RN          Pediatric Nurse         Florence Nightingale

Education     Teaching     Secondary Education     Language Arts      ESL Specialist

Art                Visual Art      Modern Art          Pop Art                          Superflat Takashi Murakami

Narrower terms increase specificity toward your subject.



Equivalency & Synonymous Terms

▪ Equivalency Terms and Synonyms can be used in place of your original 
keyword.

▪ Relevant articles can be retrieved with a synonym, alternate spelling, 
phrase, common abbreviation,  or closely related term.

▪ Football or Soccer

▪ Color or Colour

▪ Art or Fine Art or Visual Art

▪ Theater or Theatre or Performance Art

▪ Education or Teaching

▪ Administration or Management

▪ English as Second Language or ESL

▪ Environment or Climate



Equivalency & Synonymous Terms

▪ Using Onesearch, typing in “OR” after entering your keyword can be 
used to reveal additional phrases before clicking Search.



Boolean Operators to Increase Accurate 
Database Results 

AND: 
Results always include both subject A and Subject B. 
If it lacks either A or B, it is excluded from the results.
Example: A+B only.

OR: 
Results include anything that has either A or B in its content, 
even if one of them are missing. 
Example: A, B, and A+B.

NOT:
Used to exclude. 
Example: A NOT B.

Use Boolean terms with more than one keyword to alter your search results.



Boolean Operators to Increase Accurate 
Database Results 

Searching the TITLE AND AUTHOR with no 
specific field selected produced 44.3k + results 
mentioning this specific text. The book was 
also found to be the top result.

Searching the TITLE AND AUTHOR 
with the Title and Author Fields 
selected produce one specific book.



Boolean Operators to Increase Accurate 
Database Results 

• Tourism AND Tumon produced 281 results.
• There are limited articles meeting the criteria for 

both words.

• It is possible other words are used as keywords.
• By typing tourism OR travel, search results have 

expanded to 508 results.



Boolean Operators to Increase Accurate 
Database Results 

• Searching Guam AND agriculture produced
30,228 results.

• If a trend is identified in these results not relevant 
to your research, you may exclude it with NOT.

EXAMPLE:

By typing NOT beetle, results have been trimmed
down to 27,409.



Boolean Operators to Increase Accurate 
Database Results 

Continue combining exploring Boolean Operators to learn 
how they can enhance your search.



Alternative Strategies

▪ If you have exhausted many strategies without results, do not simply 
give up your search.

▪ Take advantage of algorithms on Google and Amazon to find 
editions, missing metadata information, and cross check sources.

IMPORTANT TIP: If you find at least ONE great book or article, use its 
reference section to gather many primary sources. You may repeat this 
process with each reference cited, gradually forming a web of relevant 
information.



Alternative Strategies

Take advantage of the Amazon.com algorithm to 
reveal multiple editions of the same text.



Alternative Strategies

Take advantage of the Amazon.com algorithm to 
reveal multiple editions of the same text.

Click on one of the listed results to 
reveal metadata that can be entered 
back into the database to conduct a 
new search.

Example:

• Author
• Title
• Publisher
• ISBN



Alternative Strategies

• If useful information is found 
through Wikipedia, check if this 
information is cited properly.

• Absolutely refrain from using 
Wikipedia as your source.

• Enter References into databases 
to cross-check validity of  
information.

• Extract Author Names and Titles 
to search in academic databases.



More Questions?
You may visit https://www.uog.edu/student-services/rfk-library/ask-a-librarian

or call the UOG RFK Library at (671) 735-2341

https://www.uog.edu/student-services/rfk-library/ask-a-librarian
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